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*How can there be such a disrnal ending for such a great ship?" Zachary Fisher asked of the USS Intrepid, ay'.';-

Support ing Our Ships
Gerry Lenfest's critical support of the SS United
States belongs to a long and uniquely American
tradition: private, voluntary support for muse-
um ships. To be sure, many other nations main-
tain seagoing vessels as public museums. Typi-
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ment funding. The United States is exceptional
in the breadth and variety of nonprofit efforts to
acquire, preserve, and showcase historic vessels.

Private donors have preserved, restored, and
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and ferry boats; icebreakers and bathyscaphes,
brigs, yachts, and barques. Of course, Ameri-
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destroyers, frigates, PT boats, and scores of sub-
marines: in cities from coast to coast, private cit-
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Consider arccraft carriers. In the United

States, private, voluntary efforts support five
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nonprofit carrier museum ships: two on the
Atlantic, two on the Pacific, and one in the Gulf of
Mexico. (In contrast, there are only two carrier
museum ships outside the United States; the Indi-
an Navy maintains the INS Vikrant in Mumbai,
while a Chinese company runs an amusement
park and casino on the former Soviet carrier
Minsk in Shenzhen.) Every yea\ millions of Amer-
icans tour the USS Hornet in Alame da, California;
the USS Intrepid in Manh attan; the USS Lexing-
ton in Corpus Christi; the USS Midway in San
Diego; and the USS Yorktown Ln Mount Pleasant,
South Carolina.

As Cold \Var<,ra carriers are decommissioned,
private donors have stepped forward to preserve
them. Most recently, in May, the Rhode Island Avi-
ation Hall of Fame-a nonprofit working to bring
the USS John F. Kennedy to port in Narragansett
Bay-reported a 1.:L challenge grant of $100,000
aimed at jumpstarting their fundraising efforts. A
local businessman (who wishes to remain anony-
mous) put up the money to turn the carrier into a
family attraction and education center.
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